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During the Civil War, a family group of five young men marched away to Big Bethel, and two lived to

lay down their arms at Appomattox. Through their letters and diaries, they left a testimony to what

men they were, and how they fought and triumphed and lost. This first reprint, written from the

common soldier's viewpoint, was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 1956.
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Manly Wade Wellman did an immense amount of research to fit this book together so well. It's

based on the stories of 5 men: George Wills, Cary Whitaker, Sim Whitaker, Johnny Beavens, and

Billy Beavens; kinsman, who enlisted in the Confederate Army to fight for what they believed. Where

did they go? How did they feel? What did they do day to day? What did they see? How did they live

and die? It's all in there. My original interest in the book was because these men are my kinsman. A

good deal of information was taken from letters that my Great-great-great Uncle George wrote to his

sister, my great-great grandmother, Lucy Wills Hunter. (She's listed in the index along with

bookoodles of other people who were sources of information.) I'm not a history fan but Wellman

helped me to get to know these men, my kinsman. Pulling from his vast resources, he was able to

fill in the gaps that are often left in history books. If this book peaked my interest in history, it's got to

be good! Hey, it was nominated for a Pulitzer in 1956!

Most history books are written with no flair. The author gets in the way and fails in telling the true



story. All historians should read this book to learn how to tell a tale. Wellman is outstanding...
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